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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL:  PINS Ref:  20022619

Dear Sir/Madam,

NORFOLK BOREAS: Oulton Parish Council’s submission at Deadline 1

Please find below one part of Oulton Parish Council’s submission at Deadline 1: this part
of the submission relates to the Preliminary Meeting of 12th November 2019. This
submission contains a written transcript of the questions and comments made by Oulton
PC at the Preliminary Meeting and, in a further attachment, a copy of the letter written by
George Freeman MP to the Secretary of State at BEIS on 28/10/19.

A further email will follow, which relates to this same meeting, and which will contain the
pdf of the Scoping Report for the Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal Extensions project. This
Report is a rather large - and indivisible - file. The ExA requested that we submit this
Report and so we would be grateful if the Case Team could alert us, should the file size
cause them any problems.

Many thanks.

Regards,

Alison Shaw

pp Oulton Parish Council

________________________________________________
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Questions / Comments from Oulton Parish Council delivered orally at the BOREAS Preliminary Meeting on 12th November 2019





Three Questions for Item 3 of the Agenda:  Initial Assessment of Principal Issues.



Q1.  In Annex B to the Rule 6 letter - Assessment of principal issues -  Issue 3 is given as “Cumulative effects of other proposals.”



Oulton Parish Council (OPC) seeks reassurance from the Panel as to whether they are aware of the very recent submission to PINS  [9/10/19] of a request for a Scoping Opinion, from a developer - EQUINOR -  seeking to come ashore from the new Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal  Windfarm Extensions, and their need to cross the Boreas cable corridor during the trajectory of their own 60 km proposed onshore cable corridor?



Equinor’s project intends to submit for DCO in the final quarter of next year, and therefore there is every likelihood that, were Hornsea Three, Vattenfall (Vanguard/Boreas) and Equinor all to be granted Development Consent, then they could be engaged in onshore construction within overlapping timescales. 



Even if they follow in sequence, the onshore cumulative impacts of construction will be significantly aggravated and over a longer period.



If the Panel is unaware of this development, would it be helpful if the Parish Council were to submit details of Equinor’s proposal at Deadline 1?

_________________________



Post-Meeting Note:



OPC has the impression, from the comment made on the question above by a member of the ExA at the meeting, that the Panel considers it likely that the Applicant will have taken any appropriate other developments into account in its application, when considering cumulative impacts.



OPC cannot stress too highly that this is not the case.  Equinor’s Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoals Extension project is in its very early stages, having only just submitted for a Scoping Opinion, and we can see no mention of it anywhere in the Norfolk Boreas Application for DCO.



OPC will submit Equinor’s Scoping Report at Deadline 1, but in a separate email, due to the size of the pdf file. 



_________________________









Q2.  In Annex B to the rule 6 letter - Assessment of Principal Issues - Issue 5 is given as “Grid connection - to include  (i) Site selection (ii) Viability of connection etc.…”



In view of the central and critical importance of the National Grid’s allocation of this project’s grid connection point many miles inland across the countryside of Norfolk, and the far-reaching implications of this decision in terms of its onshore effects, Oulton Parish Council respectfully suggests to the Panel that it would be not only helpful, but essential to the Examining Authority’s proper consideration of this proposal, if they were to invite a representative of National Grid plc to attend and contribute to the discussion of onshore matters at the Issue Specific Hearing in the new year.



________________________





Q3.  In the preamble to Annex B - Assessment of Principal Issues -  it is stated:

"The ExA will have regard to all important and relevant matters during the Examination, and when it writes its Recommendation Report to the Secretary of State.”

In relation to 'relevant matters'…Oulton PC seeks clarification from the Panel as to whether it is aware of the recent publication of a letter written by George Freeman MP on 28th October to the then Secretary of State – The Rt. Hon. Andrea Leadsom MP - in which reference is made to her commitment, if returned after the Election, to the announcement of an offshore wind energy sector Review  (and I quote) "of the potential for an Offshore Ring Main instead of the current proposal for multiple onshore cable corridors and substations across... Norfolk and Suffolk."

We would be happy to submit a copy of the full letter to the Examination, if that would be helpful, at Deadline 1. 



Whatever government is returned in December, this is the current status of strategic thinking within the Energy Infrastructure Planning Dept of BEIS, which of course assists the Secretary of State  - and it accurately reflects a huge and gathering momentum of public opinion throughout the Eastern Region.



It is also known, through letters received from the Project Leaders of both Orsted and Vattenfall, that neither developer is averse to this concept, but it is of course beyond their powers to construct such shared infrastructure on their own.



The issue of timing is of course a tricky one, as this application has been received and registered by PINS - and the likely BEIS Review of the grid connection arrangements has been forestalled by a General Election in extraordinary circumstances, and cannot now take place until the new year.



Let us be clear:   our intention in raising this matter at the very outset is in no way an attempt to de-rail this proposal. We fully understand the nature and urgency of the climate crisis, and it is in that very spirit that we are aiming to encourage the Examination of this proposal to embrace in some way, as a Principal Issue, the possibility of an alternative to the current grid connection arrangements  -   partly in the hope of obviating the need for this very application to be returned to the planning process in a new format, if it is overtaken by events.

 

We realise this is an unorthodox suggestion to make, but we feel we would be failing in our duty if we did not bring it to your attention at the very beginning.



Oulton Parish Council would be grateful for clarification from the Panel, in due course, as to whether and in what way they can see fit to acknowledge the existence of this shift in strategic thinking, and how they can incorporate this understanding into the Examination of this current proposal, and/or into their final Report. 



___________________________________________________________________



Post-Meeting Note:



Please find George Freeman’s letter of 28th October 2019 to The Secretary of State at BEIS as a separate attachment alongside this submission. 





__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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